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              Fawlty Towers 

   The Wombles                         Jaws                          Jim’ll fix it  
On 2nd September I started Secondary School (Big School).  Most of us leaving Green Lane Junior School had been assigned one of three schools in Acklam.  My best friend Simon Berry was going to Hustler School, others went to Boynton School, but I was going to Kings Manor School. Boynton and Hustler were on one side of Hall Drive and Kings Manor on the other.  Kings Manor was just a normal Secondary School, but was set in the grounds of Acklam Hall.  Acklam Hall was steeped in history and dominated the landscape.
History of Acklam Hall - Doomsday Book records show that the King held a manor at Acklam (probably from Old English meaning a “place of oaks”). In 1277, the King’s Treasurer made an inquiry concerning the duties of knights to supply men-at-arms for the King.  The inquiry reported that William de Boynton had land at Acklam.  A similar inquiry in 1303 reported that Acklam was held by Ingelram de Boynton.  The manor of Acklam came to the Boynton’s through the marriage of Sir Ingleram de Boynton to a daughter of the house of Acclun (or Acclam) in the time of Henry I. In 1612, Francis Boynton rented Acklam Grange to William Hustler, a wealthy draper from Bridlington.  In 1637, Francis’ son Matthew Boynton sold Acklam Grange to William Hustler. The grandson of William Hustler I was knighted in 1678.  This Sir William Hustler built the Hall in 1683 in the contemporary fashionable style, showing some Dutch influence in the gables (now gone). The Hall continued in the Hustler family, but there were changes of name.  For example, at the end of the 18th century, there was no direct male heir of the Hustler family; the two elder sons had died.  The third child, Anne, married Thomas Peirse, and the house was owned by an eccentric sister, Everald.  She settled the Hall and estate on her nephew, Thomas, on condition that he changes his name to Thomas Hustler.  He married Constance Boynton, a descendant of the previous owners of the estate.  In the 19th century when there was no direct male heir, the estate passed to a nephew, Hustler Hopkins, who changed his name to Hustler Hustler on inheriting the estate.

The Hall and grounds of over 40 acres, including the tree-lined avenue and land almost to Ladgate Lane, were purchased by Middlesbrough Corporation in 1928 from the last owner, Mostyn Hustler.  The auctioneer’s list suggests that no bids were received, and the sum offered by the Corporation was £11,500.
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                                                      Acklam Hall and campus buildings.
Acklam Hall School opened in 1935.  In 1958 the remaining ornamental gardens were removed and the extensions built for Acklam Hall Grammar School, consisting of Hall, woodwork and art rooms and classrooms.  In 1968 Acklam Hall Grammar School merged with Kirby Girls’ Grammar School to form Acklam High School.  In the same year, the main school block was built for Acklam High School and in 1969-71 the last flower beds were removed for the 6th form block (now ‘C’ block).  In 1974 Acklam High School split to form Kings Manor 11-16 School and Acklam 6th Form College.  Accommodation in the Manor House was shared. 
Features of the House - Acklam Hall has many fine architectural features. Saloon Hall (now The Board Room) – entrance hall with ornate plaster ceiling added in 1912. The Dining Room (now the Staff Room) - was extension added in 1912 by Walter Brierley of York.  Smoking Room (now the Exams Office) – coloured marble hearth and mantel, probably of Frosterley marble; plaster ceiling with a device of acorns. Boudoir (now the Registry Office) – panelled walls, carved wood mantel, moulded plaster ceiling of the period 1683, painted ceiling panel in a primitive style. Staircase – constructed from painted pine, with a bold frieze; ball-capped newel posts and an unusual double spiral baluster.  Throughout, the doors are original and so too are some of the door fitments. Drawing Room (now the Conference Room and Art Gallery) – originally 3 separate rooms; in the alterations of 1912, two rooms were joined.  At the west end there was a third room, known in the inventory as the “King’s Room” – no connection with any Royal visit, it was simply a custom in country houses.  This third room was joined to the other two in the alterations after 1928.  The two drawing rooms have fine plaster ceilings and painted panels, a Royal coat of arms and the bearings of the Hustler family.   Carved wood mantel with Hustler arms and motto, ‘Aut numquam tentes aut perfice’, this was adopted by the school with permission from Mostyn Hustler. Mr. Hustler’s Bedroom (now Room A20) – had wooden panelling and primitive painting above mantel.  Queen’s Room (now Room A22) – with marble mantel and primitive painting.  The second floor was added in the reconstruction in 1912.  The carved plaster ceiling above the stairwell was lifted and the rooms built around it.  The rooms on the second floor consisted of servants’ bedrooms and domestic offices, and four visitors’ bedrooms and bathroom. 

In 1935 Acklam Hall Secondary School consisted of the following accommodation: 
Art Room (dining room); Library (entrance hall); Geography Room (smoking room); Headmaster’s Room (boudoir); Dining Room and Kitchen (now gone). On the first floor there were four classrooms, a Staff Room (room A22, Queen’s Room) and an Assembly Hall (drawing room).  On the second floor were 8 classrooms and a Prefects’ room. The north wing was demolished and in its place was built: gymnasium, changing room and showers, chemistry and physics labs, metalwork and woodwork rooms.
Anyway, back to my first day at school.  It was very nerve racking, but I think my teacher was more nervous. It’s our first day at school and we’re sitting there listening to our tutor, Mr. Burney, twittering on about timetables, etc.  When suddenly he started shaking uncontrollably and foaming at the mouth.  We didn’t know what to do, but fortunately some of the girls were screaming their heads off, which alerted another teacher to come and help.  It turned out that Mr. Burney had suffered an epileptic fit. 
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               First day at School
We were split into 4 ‘Houses’.  That’s not a house like you live in; it’s just a name for a group you’re put in.  It’s mainly for school sports and other Inter-House competitions.  I was in BRUCE and we wore BLUE.  The other houses were BALLIOL (RED), MEYNELL (YELLOW) and MULGRAVE (WHITE).  They were all named after something local, but I can’t remember what.  Each house would elect a ‘House Captain’, whose job it was to rally fellow house-members and to pick individuals for team events.  Bruce House had some famous former pupils, including Brothers Alan and Chris Old, who represented England at Rugby and Cricket, also England cricketer Bill Athey.  Bill Athey actually lived on the corner of Roman Road and Green Lane, opposite Thackeray Grove, where we lived.
 I caught the sport bug quite early at school and even got involved in a Mini Rugby league.  Some of the 5th formers gave up some time to coach us 1st formers.  Our coach was called Keith Moon (not the drummer in ‘The Who’, I’m not that old) and he called our team ‘Moon’s Marauders’.  Mini Rugby involved a game of touch rugby, which was aimed at giving us passing and running skills at an early age.  I must have shown promise as I was selected to play mini-rugby at Acklam Park for Kings Manor against other Darlington and Middlesbrough teams.  Was I going to be the next Bruce House England star?
In our first year at school we studied your usual subjects, English, Maths, Geography, Art, Biology, Chemistry, but I wasn’t expecting to be doing Home Economics (Sewing & Cooking).  That’s what we had a Mum for, isn’t it?  Jamie Oliver would’ve been proud, northern town, 11 year old kids cooking gourmet food.  Well maybe I exaggerated slightly; we made Cheese Scones, a Victoria Sponge Cake and Welsh rarebit (Cheese on toast, with onions).  Cooking wasn’t too difficult, but sewing was a completely different kettle of fish.  At least with cooking there was something to eat (sometimes) at the end of it.  It wasn’t as if you’re going to design and make your own clothes.  It took me the whole of the first term to sew together two pieces of material with stuffing, to make a pin cushion.
1975 Facts & Figures

Feb 11th   - Margaret Thatcher became the first woman leader of a British Political party.

Feb 28th – A tube train rammed in a dead-end tunnel, at Moorgate, killing the driver and 34 passengers.
Mar 4th - Charlie Chaplin, aged 85, received a knighthood from the Queen.
April 4th – Bill Gates founds Microsoft in Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA.

April 17th – Cambodia fell under the control of the Communist Khmer Rouge, when the capital Phnom Penh surrendered. 
April 31st – The war in Vietnam ended after Saigon surrendered to the North Vietnamese.
June 3rd – Pele signed a $7 million 3 year contract with the New York Cosmos.

June 18th – Britain’s first North Sea oil came ashore to BP’s Isle of Grain refinery.
June 21st – The West Indies won Cricket’s first World Cup, beating Australia by 17 runs in the final at Lords.
Sep 9th – 18 year old Czechoslovakian tennis star, Martina Navratilova requested political asylum in the USA.

Sep 16th – The Lebanese capital Beirut was torn apart by Civil War between Christians and Moslems.
Oct 1st -Thriller in Manila: Muhammad Ali defeats Joe Frazier in a boxing match in Manila, Philippines.
Nov 22nd – Following the Death of Gen. Franco, monarchy returns to Spain for the first time since 1931.
Dec 21st - Six people, including, Carlos (the Jackal) kidnap delegates of an OPEC conference in Vienna.
Hits of 1975, Bohemian Rhapsody (Queen), I’m not in Love (10cc), Sailing (Rod Stewart), Bye Bye Baby (Bay City Rollers).
New TV shows in 1975, The Sweeney, Fawlty Towers, and Jim’ll fix it.
Jaws - was a 1975 thriller/horror film directed by Steven Spielberg and based on Peter Benchley's best-selling novel.  The Police chief of Amity Island, a fictional summer resort town, tries to protect beachgoers from a giant great white shark.  It was the first movie to ever Gross $100 million at the Box office.
Births

May 2nd - David Beckham, English Footballer.

Dec 30th – Tiger Woods, US Golfer.

Ant n’ Dec – Declan Donnelly, 25th Sep, Anthony McPartlin, 18th Nov.
Deaths

Feb 14th – Sir Pelham Grenville (P.G.) Wodehouse, British-born US Author, died aged 93.
Mar 15th – Aristotle Onassis, Greek shipping magnate, died aged 69.
Mar 25th – King Faisal of Saudi Arabia, assassinated by his nephew Prince Museid, died aged 69.

Apr 23rd – William Hartnell, English actor, the first Doctor Who, died aged 67.

Nov 20th - Francisco Paulino Hermenegildo Teódulo Franco y Bahamonde, Salgado y Pardo de Andrade, General Franco, Spanish Dictator, died aged 82.
Nov 27th - Ross McWhirter, Co-founder of the Guinness Book of Records, assassinated by the provisional IRA, died aged 50.
Nov 29th - Graham Hill, British racing driver and two-time Formula One World Champion, died in a plane crash, aged 46.
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Most kids in the 70’s loved to collect things, me probably more than your average 11 – 12 year old.  I’d been collecting postcards with Simon Berry for a while and we had hundreds.  We would stick them in a scrapbook and write the location next to the card.  However our main focus of collecting was football cards and stickers.  Remember back then we only had 3 TV channels, Action Man, Airfix models and football cards.  Like many boys who were born in the 1960's, collecting football cards and stickers was a prominent part of my childhood. I can recall many lunchtimes spent in the school playground persuading classmates to make that vital trade in order to complete a particular team set or collection.  Most of my after-school hours were spent opening packets of cards or stickers, in pursuit of that elusive Ray Train (Carlisle Utd. in case you had forgotten), or maybe a Luton Town badge.
On November 15th mum and dad went to Kings Manor School, to get my school report from my tutor, Mr. Burney. However the big news from the school that day was that our appropriately named Headmaster, Mr. Boddy, had died. You could say he was ‘Mr. Dead Boddy’.  What was it with this school; first Mr. Burney had an epileptic fit on our first day, now Mr. Boddy had kicked the bucket.

My school report said that I was doing alright in most subjects, except Geography, but there’s a reason for that.  Our Geography teacher was a Mr. Fred Codling, affectionately known as ‘Fred Cod’.   He was like some tramp in his mid 50’s who somehow came to be our teacher.  I doubt anyone had a good report for Geography, as all we did in Fred Cod’s class was muck about.  I’m not proud of myself, but it’s very difficult with peer pressure to stand up and say “Come on now, quieten down, Mr. Codling is trying to teach”.  This one time near Bonfire Night, we were all waiting quietly for Fred Cod to arrive.  We had those fold down desks with ink wells.  He came into the classroom and must’ve been pleased that everyone was sitting quietly, but then all hell broke loose!  The ringleaders (not me, I was a sheep) all had Bangers, which they lit and then lifted the lid of their desk and threw the Banger in.  It was like a World War II battle ground.  Fred Cod completely freaked and didn’t know which way to turn as he didn’t know where the noise was coming from.  He was shouting and screaming, and then all of a sudden his false teeth fell out into his hands. Everyone was in stitches.  On another occasion in Home Economics, we had to pair up and organise a Tea Party, where we invited a Fifth Form pupil and a teacher.  We had to lay on crust less triangular cucumber sandwiches, a pot of tea and cakes. We decided to invite the school hard man and Fred Cod.  It was a bit of a ‘Mad Hatters Tea Party”.  

My favourite subject was P.E., if you can call that a subject. As you may have gathered I was football mad, but there was something about Kings Manor School that made it feel a bit Tom Brown Schooldays.  It was probably Acklam Hall and other buildings such as the Science Block, which was set in a courtyard.  Even the changing rooms were in an old style out-building, probably a stable.  Because of this feeling I wanted to play rugby rather than football.  
Having played Mini Rugby and showed promise, I was delighted to be picked for the school team and I bagged one of the glamour positions, Scrum Half.  If I could keep that position then I’d be able to avoid ‘Cauliflower Ears’ in later life. Leave the hard work to the bigger boys like Ian Roddam.  On Feb 5th we played a game against Hustler school and won 28 – 0.   On April 8th we had an Inter-House Rugby Sevens.  I scored a try, but our house Bruce, lost the final by a conversion.  I was gutted!  On September 23rd we played our first game of the new season, as a 2nd year pupil.  I scored our teams first try and we won 18 – 7.  One of my school friends, Simon Hall, was also in the rugby team and he was the fastest runner in our year.  One of our main tactics was to get the ball to Simon and hope he could out sprint the opposition without the need for support, as we couldn’t keep up with him. 

Simon was also the best in our year at Cross Country.  The Cross Country course was basically run round the school grounds twice. We started at the back of the school, ran round the back rugby pitch, and then entered the woods that went right round the school perimeter, past the football pitch, all weather pitch, bike sheds, front rugby pitch, school pond, cricket pitch and 6th Form College.  You came out of the woods briefly while running across the front of the school and on the second lap those of us lagging behind would take a slight detour straight down the school drive, cutting out the need to run round the cricket pitch and 6th form college.  When I said I liked P.E. there were exceptions!  

I was now getting quite good at golf and would regularly play with Simon Berry at the Pitch & Putt course at Prissick Base, in Marton.  However this only wetted my appetite to play on a proper course.  Fortunately I had a friend at school, Paul Pickersgill (whose dad just happened to be the Deputy Head), who was equally keen on golf and he invited me to play at Dinsdale Golf Club.  I was very nervous on the 1st tee, as people were watching and you had the added distraction of the Club House on the right, which seemed to have an inordinate amount of glass! After two air shots I managed to top one that went skipping over the Ladies Tee and ended in the middle of the fairway, only another 357 yards to go.  I was ok once we were out of view of spectators.  It was great playing at Dinsdale but it was miles away and involved being dropped off and picked up.  So it was with great delight when I learned that they were building a Municipal Golf Course just the other side of Hustler and Boynton schools, it was due to open in 1977.  
1976 Facts & Figures

Jan 21st - The age of Supersonic air travel began when two Concorde’s took off simultaneously
from London and Paris.

Mar 16th – Harold Wilson made the surprising announcement that he was resigning as Prime

Minister.

Mar 20th – American newspaper heiress, Patty Hearst, is found guilty of armed robbery of a San 
Francisco bank.

April 1st - Apple Computer Company is formed by Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak. 

April 3rd - The Eurovision Song Contest 1976 was won by ‘Brotherhood of Man’, representing the 
UK.
April 5th – James Callaghan became Prime Minister, after defeating Michael Foot by 176 to 137 
in the final vote.

June 2nd – Jockey, Lester Piggott won the Derby at Epsom for a record Seventh time, riding 
French horse Empery.

July 3rd - Bjorn Borg became the youngest winner of Wimbledon for 45 years, beating Ilie 
Nastase of Romania. 

July 4th – Israeli commandos flew 2500 miles to Uganda and rescued over 100 hostages held by 
pro-Palestinian terrorists at Entebbe airport.

July 4th - America celebrated its 200th birthday – “1776 – 1976” 

July 31st – The Queen and Prince Phillip opened the Olympic Games in Montreal. David Wilkie won 
gold in 200m breaststroke.

Summer 1976 – Britain had the hottest, driest, sunniest summer of the 20th Century.

Oct 4th - The new Intercity 125 High Speed Train was introduced in the United Kingdom.
Oct 24th – Britain’s James Hunt finished 3rd in the Japanese Grand Prix to win the F1 World 
Championship by 1 point.

Nov 2nd – Jimmy Carter was elected President of the United States, beating incumbent 
Republican President Gerald Ford.
New TV shows of 1976 - The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin, Multi-Coloured Swap Shop, the Bionic Woman, the Muppet Show.

Rocky was a 1976 film written by and starring Sylvester Stallone and directed by John G. Avildsen. It tells the rags-to-riches American Dream story of Rocky Balboa, an uneducated but good-hearted debt collector for a loan shark in Philadelphia. Balboa is also a club fighter who gets a shot at the world heavyweight championship when the scheduled contender breaks his hand.

Multi-Coloured Swap Shop, more commonly known simply as Swap Shop, was a UK children's television programme. It was broadcast on Saturday mornings on BBC1 for 146 episodes in six series between 1976 and 1982. It was ground-breaking in many ways: by being live, sometimes up to three hours in length, and using the phone-in format extensively for the first time on TV. The anchor was Noel Edmonds and his associates from the beginning were Keith Chegwin, John Craven and later, in 1978, Maggie Philbin.  Also featured was Posh Paws, a stuffed toy dinosaur. Noel Edmonds once explained that his name was actually spelled "Pohs Paws" (sic), because that is "Swap Shop" backwards. Another character was Eric, the often-referred to but never seen lighting technician whose job was to lower a plastic globe containing postcards sent in by viewers as answers to competitions. The content of the programme included music, visits from celebrities, competitions, and cartoons. The cornerstone, however, was the Swaporama element, hosted by Chegwin, who was very rarely in the studio. An outside broadcast unit would travel to different locations throughout the country where children could swap their belongings with others. This proved to be one of the most popular aspects of the show, often achieving gatherings of more than 2,000 children. 

Deaths

Jan 12th – British Author Dame Agatha Christie, died aged 85.

Feb 24th – L.S.Lowry northern artist, died aged 88.

Mar 24th - Field Marshall Bernard Law Montgomery “Monty”, 1st Viscount Montgomery of 
Alamein, died aged 88.

April 5th – Howard Hughes, American billionaire, aviation pioneer, film director, and eccentric, 
died aged 70.

April 26th – South African-born British actor and comedian, Sid James, died aged 62.

June 6th – US oil tycoon John Paul Getty, died aged 83.

Sep 9th - Mao Zedong (aka Mao Tse-tung), Chinese Statesman, chairman of Communist Party 
1949 – 76, died aged 82.
4th Dec – British Composer, Benjamin Britten, died aged 73.
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                    Othello   

            Slime

           Citizen Smith
 Star Wars
Going back to the subject of childhood accidents and injuries, many people wonder how we survived our childhood.
1.  
When we were growing up we never wore seatbelts in the car, cars didn’t have airbags……
2. 
Riding on the back of a pick up truck was an adventure that we still remember!
3. 
Our cots were painted with bright colours (paint which was full of lead). 
4.  
We didn’t have childproof medicine bottles, nor did our parents childproof our house.
5.  
When we were out riding our bikes on the busy roads, we never wore a helmet.
6. 
We would drink water from a hose in the back garden (not bottled water).
7.  
We didn’t have mobile phones, so our parents were never able to reach us (awesome).

8. 
We would get scrapes, bruises, break bones, but we would never stop us playing.

9. 
We would eat cake, bread and butter, drink sugary drinks, but we weren’t overweight. 
10.
Four of us would share a drink, we would all drink from the same bottle and that wasn’t gross nor would anyone get sick.
1977 Facts & Figures

Jan 17th – Murderer Gary Gilmore became the first convict to be executed in the USA for ten
 years.

Jan 20th - Jimmy Carter was inaugurated as the 39th President of the United States of America.

Feb 2nd - The Pompidou Centre for the Arts, a glass-walled laboratory covered in coloured 

 tubing, opened in Paris.

Mar 27th – Two Jumbo jets collided on the ground in the Canary Islands, killing 574, the worse 
tragedy in aviation history. 

April 2nd – Red Rum became the first horse to win the Grand National three times, having also 
won in 1973 and 1974.

April 30th – An oil slick of more than 1000 sq. miles after disaster struck the Bravo rig in 
Norway’s Ekofisk Field.

May 3rd - The HMS Invincible was launched at Barrow-in-Furness by Queen Elizabeth II.
May 13th – A secret deal sees Australian publisher, Kerry Packer, split the world of Cricket by 
signing 35 of the world’s best players. 

June 7th – The whole country celebrated the Queen’s Silver Jubilee, to mark her 25 years on the 
throne.

June 15th – Spain had its first democratic election for 41 years.

July 5th – Zulifikar Ali Bhutto, Prime Minister of Pakistan, was overthrown and arrested by 
General Zia ul-Haq.

Aug 12th - The NASA Space Shuttle, Enterprise, makes its first test free-flight from the back
 of a Boeing 747 Shuttle Carrier Aircraft.
Sept 26th – Freddie Laker launched the first cut-price Skytrain service to New York, with 
passengers paying only £59.

Nov 21st – President Anwar Sadat addressed Israel’s parliament (Knesset) in a momentous visit
 by the Egyptian Statesman.

Hits of 1977- Hotel California (Eagles), Mull of Kintyre (Wings), Don't Give Up On Us (David Soul), Don't Cry for Me Argentina (Julie Covington), When I Need You (Leo Sayer), Chanson D'Amour (The Manhattan Transfer), Knowing Me, Knowing You (ABBA).

New TV shows in 1977 - The Krypton Factor, Soap, CHiPS, the Love Boat, the Professionals. .

Deaths

Jan 14th – Anthony Eden, former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom (1955-57), died aged 79.

May 10th - Joan Crawford (born Lucille Fay LeSueur), American actress, died aged 72.

Aug 16th - Elvis Aaron Presley, ‘Elvis’ died aged 42. He was also known as the ‘King of Rock and 
Roll’ or just ‘The King’.  However to kids of my age we didn’t really know him.  We just 
knew him as a bloated sweaty bloke in his forties who went round in a white jump suit. 
The only king he was to us was ‘Burger King’. However to older people he was like a god, 
an icon, an almost mythical being.  

Aug 19th – “Groucho” Marx, American actor and comedian, died aged 86.

Sept 12th - Steve Biko, South African anti-apartheid activist, died in Police custody, aged 30.

Sept 16th - Marc Bolan, English musician with Glam Rock group T-Rex, died in a car crash, aged 29.

Sept 16th – Maria Callas, Greek soprano, died aged 53.

Oct 14th - Harry Lillis "Bing" Crosby, American singer and actor, died on the golf course, aged 74.   

Dec 25th – Charlie Chaplin, silent movie comedian, died aged 88.
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     Grange Hill                Wonder Woman           Atari 2600                  Boomtown Rats            Star Wars Toys

In early February we had a really heavy snowfall and Dave went ‘Visqueening’ (sliding down a snow slope on a large polythene sheet) at Carlton Bank, with his friend Steve Marshall.  A few days later after even more heavy snow I thought that I’d have a go at ‘Visqueening’ as it sounded great fun. Me and some friends went to Ormesby Bank with our ‘Visqueen’.  After climbing to the top of the hill I suddenly didn’t think it was such a great idea, but I couldn’t back out now.  Basically you’re looking at a shear drop that we’re going to fly down on a plastic bag, with only a big pile of snow to stop us! I don’t mind telling you I was shitting myself, but everything went to plan except for maybe flying and tumbling about 30ft when we hit the snow at the bottom.  We continued to climb the hill and slide down, having great fun, until we didn’t get it quite right.  Half way down I became detached from the sheet and went off course.  The result was I cracked my head on a fence post.  It could’ve been worse, but I think I decided that was the end of my ‘Visqueening’ career. 

That wasn’t my only nasty accident in 1978.  At school we had our own swimming pool and when the teacher left us on our own occasionally, we did what any respectful teenager would do, completely arsed about in the pool!  We would have ‘Bombing’ competitions in the Deep End and run round the pool pushing each other in.  It was as a result of one of these pushes that I had my accident. I was standing in the corner of the pool when someone sneaked up behind me and pushed me in.  However because I was in the corner, instead of going straight into the pool I caught the side with my chin on the way in.  It didn’t hurt too much, but it split my chin wide open!  Mr. Mitchell (our P.E. teacher) took me in his car to Middlesbrough General Hospital, where I had 6 stitches and 3 injections.  At least it gave me street cred, Scarred for life!

When you’re about 14-years old, it’s a funny age.  You’re approaching puberty and you start to see things in a different light.  For example you start to show an interest in girls!  Up until now they’d been a different species but when they started wearing bras we suddenly noticed them.  We were still a long way off ever getting near those bras and the complex fastening system they came with.  For a laugh one thing that certain boys would do, was to pin you down and twist the skin on your neck, so it looked like a ‘Love Bite’: Explain that one to you0r mum!  Fortunately when it happened to me I was playing Rugby that day and said I got caught by a stud!  That’s what you call thinking on your feet. We did lock one of our mates, Andrew Baldwin (no relation) in the girls changing room with Lorraine Fluen (pretty blonde girl who wore glasses).  I don’t think either of them appreciated it very much.  Thankfully, Football, Rugby and sticker collecting were still our main priorities, but that didn’t mean we didn’t drool over pictures of Charlie’s Angels (especially Farah Fawcett) in the TV Times.

We were never bad kids, no bullying or fighting or anything like that, but we were becoming more and more mischievous.  In the Autumn/Winter we would play ‘Knock down Ginger’ (knocking on someone’s door, then running away when they answer).  This one night we were playing up near the school.  There was a big house with a long drive and trees in the front.  We would sneak up to door, knock then run and hide behind a tree.  We knocked a couple of times, but no one came to the door, then just as we were about to try again, someone came running out of the house in a tracksuit and began chasing us. We all ran along the main road then turned first right and right again.  Hoping this would put them off the scent, but we’d turned into a Cul-de-Sac!  As they approached we trampled through a beautifully manicured front garden found a gap and ended up in the back garden.  We climbed the fence and landed in another garden, only problem was it was back where we started.  Someone else came out of the house, jumped in their Land Rover and started the engine.  This time we headed the other way towards the school.  Everyone climbed the fence, but I was never much good at climbing and caught the zip of my brand new Red jacket as I climbed over.  We all managed to escape and burst out laughing at what had been a great session of ‘knock down ginger’.  I told mum that she’d bought a duff jacket and she managed to take it back and get it replaced, result! 

‘Knock down Ginger’ was quite tame compared to another little game we used to play.  I must apologise to my parents at this point as what we used to do could be classed as an arrestable offence.  There was a Church and graveyard at the back entrance to Kings Manor School.  The entrance was on a sharp bend where St. Mary’s Walk met Church Lane.  On an icy night we would stand on opposite sides of the road and wait for a car to approach, and then as it got near the corner we would assume the rope pulling position and pretend to pull a rope across the road.  This would cause the car to brake sharply and the idea was to make it skid at the corner.  Very responsible! I don’t remember any accidents though, so no harm done.

I was still enjoying school, despite not excelling at anything (except maybe Rugby).  1978 saw the start of a BBC series all about kids our age and the trials and tribulations of school life.  So we’d go to school all day then go home to see our lives played out on the small screen in Grange Hill.  The star of Grange Hill was Peter “‘Tucker” Jenkins.  He was a typical Cockney lad; Gift of the gab, nose for trouble. He never took school too seriously and was scheming in a good-natured sort of way.  Tucker was the undisputed ringleader of his circle of friends (Alan Humphries, Benny Green and Tommy Watson). He was also the only person who could stand up to Mickey Doyle.  His bickering with Trisha Yates masked a secret admiration for her, but he would never admit it.  Tucker and his friends coined some legendary catchphrases which would be repeated in schools up and down the country; “Flippin’ eck”, “He’s a Nut job” and “Bonehead”.  
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    “Tucker” Jenkins            Class of 78’                  Tucker, Benny & Alan              Grange Hill 

. 

Back in the real world of school, we somehow all seemed to end up having to study German! If that wasn’t bad enough, our German Teacher was our Headmaster, Mr. Copley.  Copley could best be described as a ‘right bastard’.  He put real fear into his pupils and had zero tolerance.  So it was with great joy when the Evening Gazette headline news was that a Middlesbrough Head Teacher had been caught stealing £3,000 from the school funds.  Yes it was none other than our very own Mr. C.  On October 16th he was sentenced to 6 months in prison.  I’d like to think it was 3 mths for the theft and an extra 3 mths for being a bastard!  It didn’t take long for someone to graffiti on the front of the school, a picture of someone behind bars, with the caption “It’s a Fair Cop”, Brilliant.
I was playing more and more Rugby and even joined another team outside of school.  It wasn’t actually that far away from school, infact we wore the same shirts.  On Nov 19th dad came to watch me play scrum half for Acklam Junior Colts XV against Bertram Ramsey School XV.  We lost 6 – 10 but a very crafty move by me set up our try.  We had a penalty right under the posts and near the goal line.  I had our pack of forwards behind me and their pack right in my face.  I was thinking that if I touch the ball to our forwards I’m going to get crushed in the melee.  So to everyone’s surprise, I touched the ball and launched the longest diving pass of my life to our Winger who went over unopposed in the corner.  If you think that was clever, playing for Kings Manor against Hustler, we had a penalty on the 25 yard line.  I noticed that no one was paying attention and tapped the ball to myself, then casually walked along the touchline and sprinted behind their team before they eventually noticed what was going on.   One of the schools we played, Brookside, had one player that you could say, stood out.  He was nicknamed John ‘Boy’ Walton and must’ve been 6ft tall and 15 stone.  Their tactic was to give him the ball and watch him bulldoze his way to the line.  It took about five of our players to tackle him and on one occasion I was tackled by him and he picked me up and threw me into the woods about 10 yards from the pitch.  Thankfully we only played them twice a year.  

I’d started to take more notice of music and one band in particular, The Boomtown Rats. Their biggest hit of the year was Rat Trap and it was played everywhere you went.  Another massive hit of the year was YMCA by the Village People.  Little did we realise that this group of men dressed as a Cowboy, Construction Worker, Policeman and Red Indian singing about the YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association) were actually singing about picking up young men for GAY activities. It even had its own dance routine that would be copied at every wedding reception or birthday party till the end of time.  

Y - Arms outstretched and raised 

M - Made by bending the elbows from the 'Y' pose so the fingertips meet over the chest

C - Arms extended to the left 

A - Hands held together above head 

The end of the 70’s was a great time in music, we had Punk Rock, Disco, and Heavy Rock and loads more. One of the most popular bands at school was the Punk Group, Tom Robinson Band (TRB). There big hit was "2-4-6-8 Motorway".  The big fashion statement at school was to paint your rucksack with your favourite bands name or logo.  Everyone bought the same style, which had a big flap at the top.  I can’t remember exactly what paint we used but it was quite thick and left a glossy finish.  I had the TRB fist (see below).  
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       Village People


     Boomtown Rats


     TRB
Another fashion statement at school was to have Rider Boots (below) and not only that you had to put Kegs in the heel. They were little bits of metal with very sharp spikes which you embedded in the heel of your Rider Boots.  The idea was to make as much noise as possible while walking along the school corridor.  You also had to wear your school tie in the biggest knot possible, with the actual tie reaching about the second button on your shirt.  
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1978 Facts & Figures

Jan 1st – Bombay, an Air India Boeing 747 explodes in mid air killing 213.

Feb 15th - Rhodesia's Prime Minister Ian Smith and 3 black leaders agree on the transfer to

 black majority rule. 

Feb 16th - The Hillside Strangler, a serial killer prowling Los Angeles, claims a 10th and final

 victim.

Mar 1st – Grave robbers stole the body of Charlie Chaplin's from the cemetery in Cosier-sur-
Vevey, Switzerland.

Mar 17th - The oil tanker Amoco Cadiz runs aground on the coast of Brittany, spilling 220,000 
tons of crude oil.

Mar 18th - Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, PM of Pakistan, is sentenced to death by hanging for ordering the 
assassination of a political opponent.

May 9th - In Rome, the body of Aldo Moro, the Italian president of the Christian Democrats, is 
found in a parked car.

June 19th - Garfield, which eventually becomes the world's most widely syndicated comic strip,
 makes its debut.
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June 25th - Argentina defeats the Netherlands 3-1 after extra time to win the 1978 FIFA 
World Cup.

July 25th - Louise Brown, the world’s first test tube baby was born in Oldham, Manchester, UK.

Aug 26th - Pope John Paul I succeeds Pope Paul VI as the 263rd Pope.

Sep 5th - Menachem Begin PM of Israel and President Anwar Sadat of Egypt, begin the peace
 process at Camp David, Maryland.

Sep 19th - Police launch a massive murder hunt, when 13-year-old newspaper boy Carl Bridgewater
 is shot dead after disturbing a burglary.

Oct 16th - Pope John Paul II succeeds Pope John Paul I as the 264th pope. He is the first Polish 
pope in history.

Nov 18th - In Guyana, Jim Jones leads his Peoples Temple cult in a mass murder-suicide that

 claims 918 lives.

Nov 30th - Publication of The Times and Sunday Times is suspended because of an Industrial dispute.
Dec 11th - Two million demonstrate against the Shah in Iran.

Dec 25th - Vietnam launches a major offensive against the Khmer Rouge of Cambodia.
Hits of 1978, Stayin’ Alive (Bee Gees), YMCA (Village People), Rivers of Babylon (Boney M), Rat Trap (Boomtown Rats), Dreadlock Holiday (10cc), Matchstalk Men and Matchstalk Cats & Dogs (Brian & Michael), Wuthering Heights (Kate Bush).

New TV shows in 1978, The Incredible Hulk, Dallas, Taxi, Grange Hill, Mork and Mindy, 3-2-1., Blakes 7

The two hit films of 1978 were – Superman: The Movie and Grease. Grease also had two songs that were at No. 1 in the U.K charts for the longest time in 1978, You’re the One That I Want (9 wks) and Summer Night’s (7 wks), both sung by John Travolta and Olivia Newton John
Deaths

Jan 13th –Hubert Humphrey, US Vice President and Senator, died aged 66.

Jan 14th – Harold Abrahams, English Athlete, Gold Medal winner in 100m at 1924 Olympics, died
 aged 79.

July 10th – Joe Davis, World Snooker Champion every year from 1927 – 1940, died aged 77.

Aug 6th – Pope Paul VI, 262nd Pope, died aged 80.

Aug 28th – Robert Shaw, English Actor (Jaws), died aged 51.

Sep 7th – Keith Moon, English Drummer (The Who), died of overdose, aged 32.

Sep 28th – Pope John Paul I, 263rd Pope for 33 days, died aged 65. 

Oct 12th – Nancy Spungen, girlfriend of Sex Pistols bassist Sid Vicious, died aged 20.

Dec 8th – Golda Meir, 4th Prime Minister of Israel, died aged 80.
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Thatcher at No.10.        Seb Coe Sports Personality        Saturday Swap Shop
                Yes, Minister

Winter of discontent, you’re having a laugh!  Oil Tanker drivers strike, means no oil for the heaters at school, means no school. Six weeks Christmas holiday, you didn’t see much discontent on the face of a 14-year-old.

So we were on the move again, Dad had got a job building a bridge from Inverness to the Black Isle, it was going to be called the Kessock Bridge. INVERNESS, where on earth was that.  I’ll tell you where it is, SCOTLAND, North Scotland to be precise.  Basically too far too ever see my friends again and for anyone to ever come and visit.  We might aswell have moved to Australia (wish we were). When he said we were moving to the North of Scotland, I conjured up an image of a one horse town, with one Policeman, one Postman and a corner shop, what kids these days know as BALAMORY.  Nothing they could say would persuade me to move to Scotland, absolutely nothing. “They break up for summer holidays at the end of June”. “I’ll pack my bag, when do we leave?” I was to be in for a big shock in this one horse town.

At 2.35pm on 16th June 1979 we left No. 6 Thackeray Grove, Middlesbrough, never to return.  There was no turning back now, Bonnie Scotland here we come!  On Tuesday 19th June I started at my new school, Inverness Royal Academy, sounded dead posh but wasn’t really.  We finally moved into No. 5 Holm Park on the 25th June.
1979 Facts & Figures

Feb 1st - The Ayatollah Khomeini returned to Iran after a 14-year exile. 

Feb 1st - Trevor Francis, 24, became the first million-pound footballer, when he joined

 Nottingham Forest.

March 26th – Israel and Egypt signed a peace treaty on the lawn of the White House.

May 4th – My 15th Birthday and Margaret Thatcher became the new Prime Minister.

May 30th – Nottingham Forest won the European Cup, 1 – 0 against Malmo.

June 18th - President Jimmy Carter and Leonid Brezhnev signed the SALT treaty.

July 20th – Seve Ballesteros, 22-year old Spaniard, won the British Open at Lytham St. Anne’s.

Sept 12th - The Yorkshire Ripper claimed his 12th victim.

Dec 10th - Mother Teresa was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Deaths

Jan 26th – Nelson Rockerfeller, US Republican politician, died aged 70.

March 30th – Airey Neave, Tory MP, was killed by a car bomb at the House of Commons, died

 aged 63.

June 11th – John Wayne, US Actor, died aged 72.

August 27th   – Earl Mountbatten of Burma, killed by the IRA in Northern Ireland, died aged 79.

Sept 27th – Dame Gracie Fields, British Actress and Entertainer, died aged 81.
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